
California Postsecondary Education Commission 
Improving Teacher Quality State Grants Program 

Project Description 
Project Title Math in the Early Grades (MEG) 

Grant Amount:  $944,415 Grant Period:  10/07-9/11 
Grade Level:  K-2 Subject Matter:  Math  
Institute of 
Higher 
Education 

 CSU, Chico 

Local 
Education 
Agency 

 Red Bluff Elementary Unified School District 

Additional 
Partners:  Tehama County Department of Education, Orland Unified School District, Cascade 

Elementary School District 

Need for 
Project/ 
Population To 
Be Served: 

We plan to work with eight regular K-2 classroom teachers from each of three small high-need 
school districts and three special education teachers. Given the isolation, distance to the 
university, and reduced funding in our impoverished region, teacher professional development, 
especially that which is high quality, ongoing, and content driven, is rarely available. Additionally, 
teachers working with special education students typically are ignored for participation in content 
professional development. Students in MEG project targeted schools come from high-poverty 
high-need homes.  

Project Goals: 
1. Deepening K-2 teachers’ pedagogical content knowledge   
2. Enhancing teachers’ pedagogical skills  
3. Supporting student success 
4. Conducting and disseminating research that contributes to the existing research-base on 
effective teaching of mathematics. 

Summary of 
Activities: 

In the summer of 2008, MEG teachers will engage in 80 hours of mathematics professional 
development conducted by the Chico Mathematics Project (CMP).  This will be followed by 40 
hours during the following academic year. The second and third summer will see some of the 
teachers continuing in Teacher Institutes, while the others participate in a Summer Academy. In 
this academy, teachers will develop lessons and implement those lessons with summer school 
children. MEG will incorporate Content-Based Coaching that includes 24 hours of classroom 
coaching with specially trained mathematics coaches. 
 

Outcomes 
Expected: 

 Increased confidence on part of teachers 
 Increased use of rich and appropriate mathematics in the classroom 
 Use of more effective teaching strategies 
 Imporved student performance 

Teachers 
Served 30 Students 

Served 1500 

Project Website:  UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
Email:  
jjberglund@csuchico.edu

Email: 
lsandber@tehamaed.org  

 
Dr. Jorgen Berglund 
IHE Contact Phone: 

(530) 898-5350 

 
Lisa Sandberg 
LEA Contact Phone: 

(530) 528-7388 
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